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Texas, living in Dallas, San Antonio, and Port
Arthur, Mr. Seale’s family finally relocated to
Oakland, California, when Mr. Seale was eight
years old.

Mr. Seale attended Berkeley High School,
where he started to become politically active.
In 1955, Mr. Seale dropped out of high school
and joined the United States Air Force. After
his military service, Mr. Seale worked as a
sheet metal mechanic while earning his high
school diploma at night.

After earning his high school diploma, Mr.
Seale went on to attend Merritt College, where
he intended to study engineering. However,
during his time at Merritt College, he began to
take a deep interest in politics and black his-
tory, and joined the Afro-American Association
(AAA), a campus group advocating for black
separatism. It was through the AAA that Mr.
Seale met Mr. Huey P. Newton, a kindred
spirit. They quickly became friends and their
political activism deepened as they were in-
spired by the teachings of Malcolm X.

During this time, Mr. Seale was also in-
spired to give back to his community, spend-
ing time teaching youths about black history
and personal responsibility at the North Oak-
land Neighborhood Anti-Poverty Center.

By October 1966, Mr. Seale and Mr. New-
ton were ready to organize their beliefs and
put them into practice, and they formed the
Black Panther Party for Self-Defense. Origi-
nally formed to protect the African-American
community in Oakland from police brutality,
the Black Panthers rejected the nonviolent ap-
proach of the mainstream Civil Rights Move-
ment. The Black Panthers also focused on
serving the community, cooking free breakfast
for children before school, distributing clothing,
and teaching classes on politics and econom-
ics.

A few years later, in 1970, Mr. Seale was
arrested in Chicago during a protest at the
Democratic National Convention, and he was
ultimately sentenced to four years in prison for
contempt of court. After his release from pris-
on in 1973, Mr. Seale renounced violence as
a means to an end and decided to run for
Mayor of Oakland. He finished second out of
nine candidates.

In 1974, Mr. Seale resigned as Chairman of
the Black Panther Party, having grown tired of
politics. He has remained active in the com-
munity, writing books and working to improve
social services and educational opportunities
in black neighborhoods.

On a personal note, | am deeply grateful for
“the Chairman’s” brilliance and leadership. He
was a mentor, a colleague, but most impor-
tantly, a true friend. My late beloved mother,
Ms. Mildred Massey, was one of Bobby’s
strongest supporters and believed in him and
the Black Panther Party as the “vanguard of
the movement.” He taught us the importance
of grassroots organizing by knocking on doors,
walking precincts, and phone banking to com-
municate our position on issues and most im-
portantly, how to be a true public servant.

Today, California’s 13th Congressional Dis-
trict celebrates the extraordinary life and serv-
ice of Mr. Bobby Seale and wishes him a very
happy birthday and a life that continues to be
filled with peace and happiness and fulfilled by
the great work and leadership he continues to
provide.
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IN RECOGNITION OF MR. WILLIAM
“BILL KENNETH LAZZERINI, JR.

HON. DAVID G. VALADAO

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, November 15, 2016

Mr. VALADAO. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
commend Mr. William “Bill” Kenneth Lazzerini,
Jr. for receiving the 2016 Kern County Person
of the Year award.

This year, Mr. Lazzerini was honored as the
2016 Kern County Person of the Year at the
Kern County Fair in Bakersfield, California.
This award is given to members of the com-
munity who have done outstanding community
work. As a husband, father, grandfather, and
successful business owner, Mr. Lazzerini ex-
emplifies the values, beliefs, and kindness
Kern County stands for by consistently giving
back to the community. Throughout his life, he
has supported local charities and causes such
as the Ronald McDonald House, California
State University Bakersfield Foundation, and
the Bakersfield College Helmet Club.

Mr. Lazzerini was born and raised in the
San Fernando Valley where he attended Notre
Dame High School in Sherman Oaks, Cali-
fornia. Mr. Lazzerini later attended the Univer-
sity of Southern California where he excelled
as a collegiate athlete, winning multiple Col-
lege World Series while playing baseball.

After graduating college, Mr. Lazzerini be-
came a jewelry runner in the jewelry district in
downtown Los Angeles. In 1971 his father pur-
chased a beer distributor in Bakersfield, and a
year later he was asked to help run Advance
Beverage Company, which is continuously
recognized as one of the premier Anheuser-
Busch distributors in the Nation. Since Ad-
vance Beverage Company was created in
1971, it has gone from thirteen employees to
over one-hundred-fifty and sales have in-
creased from 450,000 cases per year to over
five million cases per year. After forty-five
years of successful ownership of the largest
beer wholesaler in Kern County, Mr. Lazzerini
and his company have become staples in our
community.

Mr. Speaker, | ask my colleagues in the
United States House of Representatives to
join me in commending Mr. William “Bill” Ken-
neth Lazzerini, Jr. on being named the 2016
Kern County Person of the Year.

—

HONORING THE TENTH ANNIVER-
SARY OF THE NIAGARA ORGA-
NIZING ALLIANCE FOR HOPE

HON. BRIAN HIGGINS

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, November 15, 2016

Mr. HIGGINS. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize NOAH, Niagara Organizing Alliance
for Hope, on the occasion of its 10th Anniver-
sary and to extend deepest appreciation for
this grassroots organization’s tireless efforts
on behalf of those in need in Niagara County.

In 2005, a group of faith and neighborhood
leaders came together to make their commu-
nity a better place focusing particular attention
to the economic struggles of the inner city of
Niagara Falls. Today, NOAH is a faith-based,
urban, suburban and racially diverse commu-
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nity organizing coalition of over 22 congrega-
tions, labor unions and community organiza-
tions that collaboratively work for positive so-
cial change in the city of Niagara Falls and Ni-
agara County.

NOAH is also an affiliate of Gamaliel, a na-
tional network of faith based organizations
whose mission is to empower ordinary people
to effectively participate in the political, envi-
ronmental social and economic decisions af-
fecting their lives.

With its core values rooted in the principles
of democracy and social justice for all, NOAH
has worked on job creation, education, eco-
nomic development, parks and public trans-
portation, winning significant victories in all.

NOAH’s work to bring attention to workforce
racial disparities across the region culminated
at a standing room only public meeting this
year with sister organization VOICE-Buffalo
that featured U.S. Secretary of Labor Thomas
Perez. A Buffalo native who remains deeply
connected to our community, Secretary Perez
brought a very unique perspective on tech-
niques for greater collaboration on critical
issues of workforce opportunity and develop-
ment.

Greater collaboration was clearly evidenced
when in August we joined with NOAH, Labor-
ers’ Local 91, Iron Workers’ Local 9, Catholic
Charities of Buffalo and the City of Niagara
Falls to announce a federal grant to support
the implementation of an innovative Pre-Ap-
prenticeship Program to address the barriers
too many people of color face in pursuing a
career in the building trades.

This grant fuels the momentum started dur-
ing the community discussions on workforce
development with U.S. Labor Secretary Perez.
Through this unique collaborative effort, faith-
based, labor, government and social service
agencies are working together to provide new
opportunities for people from diverse back-
grounds to begin a stable and rewarding ca-
reer path.

And while the work will and must continue,
those whose efforts have contributed to
NOAH’s accomplishments and achievements
gather on October 6th under the leadership of
NOAH Board President, Rev. JoAnne Scott, to
celebrate ten years of service and solidarity.

Throughout this evening of praise and com-
mendation to continue the work, there will also
be a presentation of awards to those individ-
uals whose contributions have advanced the
mission of NOAH including Sister Beth
Brosmer, Deputy Carl Cain, Rev. Lora Allen,
Richard Palladino and Rev. Harvey L. Kelley.

Since January 2010, Sr. Beth Brosmer,
OSF, has served as the executive director of
Heart, Love & Soul Food Pantry & Dining
Room in Niagara Falls, N.Y. Working almost
seven years at Heart, Love & Soul she con-
tinues in a servant-leadership role as a Sister
of St. Francis of Penance and Christian Char-
ity where she continues to work harder, inspire
more and expand needed services to those
who need so much.

Deputy Superintendent of Police Carlton
Cain has served with distinction for more than
25 years as a member of the Niagara Falls
Police Department. His assignments have in-
cluded patrol, street crimes, housing, internal
affairs, community relations and co-director of
the Niagara County Law Enforcement Acad-
emy. He brought the Game Changers program
to the Niagara Falls Boys and Girls Club
which received federal recognition by Presi-
dent Barack Obama.
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Rev. Lora Allen is known and respected as
an accomplished speaker, motivational leader,
teacher and preacher. She is the wife of the
Rev. Raymond Allen, Pastor of the Bethany
Baptist Church in Niagara Falls where she
serves as Associate Pastor. Rev. Allen is also
the Niagara County Democratic Elections
Commissioner, the first African American
woman to hold that position in New York
State.

Richard Palladino served his country in the
United States Navy and continues to serve his
community as the business manager of Local
91. A laborer in the construction field for dec-
ades, his passionate commitment for all those
he represents is indisputable as he strength-
ened the relationship with the Laborers Inter-
national Union of North America, as well as
local, state and federal officials to ensure
Local 91 realizes its full potential. His deter-
mination to help others reach their full poten-
tial is exemplified by his implementation of
training classes and initiation of the Apprentice
Program.

Since 1982, Pastor Harvey Kelley has
served the members and the ministry of the
New Hope Baptist Church of Niagara Falls
and will lead the celebration of his Church’s
80 years of service in March of 2017. Adding
to a distinguished list of accomplishments,
Rev. Kelley is a member of the Niagara Min-
isterial Council and a member of the Board of
Directors of Niagara Falls Memorial Medical
Center and served in the Urban Ministry Pro-
gram at Niagara University. He is a former
board member of Niagara Community Center,
Niagara Falls Chapter of the Red Cross, Niag-
ara Habitat for Humanity, and the Center for
the Study and Stabilization of the Black Fam-
ily, formerly located at Niagara University.

Mr. Speaker, thank you for allowing me to
acknowledge NOAH'’s leadership, membership
and those they will recognize on October, 6,
2016 on its first decade of remarkable
achievements and to wish them success and
support as their mission of action, empower-
ment and inclusiveness moves our community
forward making our community a better place
for all.

———

HONORING ASSEMBLYWOMAN
JANET DUPREY ON HER RETIRE-
MENT

HON. ELISE M. STEFANIK

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, November 15, 2016

Ms. STEFANIK. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor and recognize Assemblywoman Janet
Duprey who represents New York’s 115th As-
sembly district who will retire at the end of this
year following a distinguished 40 year career
in public service.

In 1976, she was the first woman elected to
the Clinton County legislature, where she
served for 10 years, including 2 years as
chairperson. She was elected Clinton County
Treasurer in 1986 and held that position until
her election to the New York State Assembly
in 2006, where she serves today. Throughout
her career, she has been a strong advocate
for the North Country with a sincere dedication
to improving her community and the lives of
her constituents.

In addition to her duties as
Assemblywoman, Ms. Duprey holds positions
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on several boards of directors, including the
Champlain Valley Physicians Hospital Medical
Center, Hospice, the North Country Chapter of
the Red Cross, Pine Harbour Assisted Living
and Memory Care Center, and both the State
University of New York at Plattsburgh and
Clinton Community College. She is also a
member of the League of Women Voters,
Business & Professional Women, and an Hon-
orary Member of Delta Kappa Gamma, Psi
Chapter.

Ms. Duprey is also a strong advocate for
children and adults with autism in her commu-
nity. Each year on her grandson’s birthday,
she sponsors a resolution honoring Asperger’s
Syndrome Day in the State Assembly.

In the State Assembly, Ms. Duprey is Con-
ference Secretary of the minority leadership,
and serves on both the Rules and Ways and
Means Committees. The Assemblywoman
also serves on the Correction, Ethics and
Guidance, and Higher Education Committees,
all of which are important to her district.

Ms. Duprey has earned numerous awards
and distinctions for her service and accom-
plishments, such as the Advocacy and Re-
source Center Wall of Fame, the Behavioral
Health Services North Community Service
Award, the Girl Scout Woman of Distinction,
the New York State County Finance Official of
the Year, and the Clinton County Business
and Professional Woman of the Year award.

On this day, | want to take a moment to
thank Assemblywoman Janet Duprey for her
many years of public service to our district.
Janet, congratulations on your retirement, you
are a true leader and the North Country
thanks you for your commitment to improving
our community. Your humility and tireless
service will be missed by many.

—————

HONORING ST. DANIEL THE
PROPHET SCHOOL FOR RECEIV-
ING THE 2016 NATIONAL BLUE
RIBBON SCHOOL AWARD

HON. DANIEL LIPINSKI

OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, November 15, 2016

Mr. LIPINSKI. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor St. Daniel the Prophet School, an ex-
emplary Catholic elementary school in Chi-
cago, lllinois, which is receiving the prestigious
U.S. Department of Education National Blue
Ribbon School Award.

In 1982, the Department of Education estab-
lished the National Blue Ribbon Schools Pro-
gram to recognize public and private schools
whose students display high or significantly
improved achievement. The program’s goal is
to identify aspects of thriving American
schools in order to replicate their success.
This year there are 21 Exemplary High Per-
forming National Blue Ribbon Schools in the
state of lllinois, only 5 of which are private,
and | am proud that one of these exceptional
schools is located in my district.

The mission of St. Daniel the Prophet
School is “to create a faith community, de-
velop moral values and integrity, provide ex-
cellent education opportunities, and respect
unique educational differences.” Founded in
1949, the school offers a rigorous and engag-
ing curriculum. St. Dan’s works to help de-
velop students’ moral and spiritual values, and
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encourages students to improve on their
standards of conduct and integrity. | am de-
lighted that the exceptional work of everyone
at St. Dan’s School has been acknowledged
on the national stage. | know that when | have
visited the school | have always been greatly
impressed by the students, teachers, and ad-
ministrators. | wish to congratulate Principal
Ms. Holly Gross, former Principal Mary
Frances Porod, Fr. John Noga, and all the fac-
ulty, staff, family members, and parishioners
who work together to make St. Dan’s a highly
successful institution that continues to achieve
academic success and enrich the faith of
those who are a part of it.

Please join me in celebrating the accom-
plishments of St. Daniel the Prophet School in
Chicago’s Garfield Ridge neighborhood. Their
pursuit of academic excellence is inspiring,
and | hope that their success can be rep-
licated across the nation.

CONGRATULATING BRIANNA
HALLER OF THE FATIMA COM-
ETS FOR HER FIRST PLACE FIN-
ISH IN THE 2016 CLASS 2 GIRLS
INDIVIDUAL CROSS COUNTRY
STATE CHAMPIONSHIP

HON. BLAINE LUETKEMEYER

OF MISSOURI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, November 15, 2016

Mr. LUETKEMEYER. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to ask my colleagues to join me in con-
gratulating Brianna Haller of the Fatima High
School Comets for her first place win in the
2016 Missouri Class 2 Girls Individual Cross
Country State Championship.

Brianna and her coach should be com-
mended for all of their hard work throughout
this past year and for bringing home the state
championship to her school and community.

| ask you to join me in recognizing Brianna
Haller of the Fatima Comets for a job well
done.

RECOGNIZING GENTEX CORPORA-
TION AS THE COMMONWEALTH
MEDICAL COLLEGE’S 2016 SCHOL-
ARSHIP GAME INNOVATION HON-
OREE

HON. LOU BARLETTA

OF PENNSYLVANIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, November 15, 2016

Mr. BARLETTA. Mr. Speaker, it's my privi-
lege to recognize Gentex Corporation as The
Commonwealth Medical College’s 2016 Schol-
arship Gala Innovation Honoree. Each year
The Commonwealth Medical College honors
an outstanding individual or group for out-
standing innovations in their field. Gentex Cor-
poration’s work to provide defense forces, first
responders, and industrial personnel with cut-
ting edge solutions exemplifies the pioneering
spirit that this award represents.

In the late 19th century, Gentex began oper-
ations under the name “Klots Throwing Com-
pany,” and on the advice of their bookkeeper,
Marcus Frieder, chose Carbondale, Pennsyl-
vania as their headquarters to employ the
wives and daughters of the region’s coal min-
ers. In 1932, Marcus and his son, Leonard
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